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PUBLISHED MONTHLY, BY ROBERT FOSTER. 
~ Behold [ bring you good tidings.” : 
7. PORTSMOUTH, -N. H. SEPTEMBER, 1325. _ pene 
a _ —"| 


A werree in the Christian Baplist, ing viduaily and colkectively considered ; and 


ie following essay on Acts, xi. 26, has} 
attempted to give the peculiar and dis- 
tinenishing principles and practice of that | 
sucient and venerable sect, called CARiIs- | 
“ans first at Antioch; and in the con- | 
clusion of his address to the Editor ofthat i 
york observes, “Tf what [ shall offer, shall 
appear wnat | most sincerely desireand in-| 
teada genuine exhibition or life-picture of| 
sheancient Antiochian sect under consider- 
acon, itis wel!; if otherwise, | shall thank) 
vou siv, or any of your readers, to favor 
me and the publick, with such correc- | 
jions as will do justice to the original ; | 
ind cause those prime heritors of the | 
Christian name to live once more within | 
the sphere of human contemplation, |) 
should it be only on paper. Yorrcompli-, 
ance, &c. will much oblige, sir, your’s| 
aud the publick’s humbie servant.” 
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VAE DISCIPLES WERE CALLED CHRIS-. 
PANS TERST IN ANYLOCH.—Acls xi. 26. 
THE distinguished subjects of this es- 
say, were by their historian, Luke, de-' 
nominated “the disciples,’ and ** the 
saints,” and both with a manifest refer- | 
ence to the Lord Jesus. ‘The same aus | 
| 
| 








thor also informs us that they were ac- 
customed to consider and address each 
other as brethren; wherefore he likewise | 


| 


' 


ises this epithet in speaking of the char- | 
acters under consideration. He also i 
styles the aggregate or assemblage of | 
those collected and dwelling together in) 
auy place, **the church in,” or * at,” 
such a place ; or simply ‘the church ;” | 
and in the plural, ** the churches.”? For) 
the authenticity of these remarks, as. 
wellas fora variety of other important 
‘lems respecting the subjects of our pres- 
cat i quiry, the reader is humbly and ear- | 
nestly requested to peruse with atten-| 
‘ton the first twelve chapters of the his- | 
tory of these people, with the first three | 
Verses of the xiiith; viz. of the Acts of, 
the Apostles. 

— Now as descriptive epithets are always | 
‘tended to convey to us some knowledge | 
the thing described, let us advert a lit- { 
“e to the import of the above epithets, | 
which were given to those people indi- 

G 











also how they came by those epithets, or 
on what account they received them.— 
As to the first, namely, disciple, we know 
it signifies scholar, or learner; that is, 
one who subjects himself to, or is under 
the teaching of a certain master, that he 
may fearn and practice his instructions 
for the very purpose for which they were 
given. Now, when any person puts him- 
reif thus under the guidance and direc- 
tion of another, he actually becomes his 
disciple. It has been already observed, 
that the members of this ancient sect re- 
ceived the appellations both of disciple; 
and saints in relation to the Lord Jesus s 
it therefore necessarily follows, that they 


acknowledged Him their only Master ; 


for this was one of his primary injunc- 
tions, that his disciples should acknowl- 
edge no master but himself. Matt. xxiii. 
8, lu. Again, addressing his disciples, 
he saith; ** Ye call me Master and Lord, 
and ye say well, forse Tam. John xiii. 
13, These then, wete his exclusive 
claims upon his disciples, that they 


should acknowledge him exclusively their 


immediate and only Lord and Master, or 
Teacher, under God the Father, who 
had delivered all things into his hand.— 
And here let it be noted, that it was in 
direct opposition to him in these his right- 
eous claims, that the Jews cleave to Mo- 
ses, as their only Teacher under God; say- 
ing to one of his followers, ** ‘Thou art his 
disciple ; but we are Moses’ disciples.” 
We have found then, the first grand 
distinguishing peculiarity of that ancient 
sect of religionists, viz. that in all mat- 
ters ofa religious nature, that is, all mat- 
ters of faith and obedience, or whatsoev- 
er respected the conscience, they ac- 
knowledged but one Lord and Master, 
one divine authoritative teacher, even 
Christ. Wherefore, in compliance with 
this leading principle, we find the Apos 
ties, those prime ministers of the gospe), 
always addressing their disciples in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, whethe? 
they command or exhort. Moreover, in 
order to subs.antiage their claim to the 
discipleship, it was indispensably neces- 
sarv, that they should not only profess te 
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9 CHRISTIAN 


receive Christ as their oly Master and 
Lord. but they must also abide in him, 
by abiding in his word, and his word 
abiding in them. John xv. 7,10. If ye 
continue in my word, said he to those 
Jews that believed in him, ye are my dis- 
ciples indeed; aud ye shall know the 


truth, and the truth shall n.vke you free. | 


John viii. 31, 32. Under this particular 


vve shall notice at present but one item— | 


one primary clause; to whicle all that 
would become his disciples must hearti- 
jy submit. See Like ix. 23. And he 
said to all, if any one will come after me, 
(that is, if any one will becom: my fol- 
jower—will put himself under my guid- 
ance and directicn,) let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me; that is, and ‘hen follow me; for no 
one, as if he had said, can become my fol- 
lower upon any other terms. For this 
see also Luke xiv. 26, 55. Thus we 
may rest assured (as appears from their 
history) did those who were afterwards 
ealled Christians at Antioch, come toen- 
joy the distinguishing and blissful privi- 
lege of discipleship. 

But before they were called Chris- 
trans, we find they had been also called 
saints » that is, according te the real im- 
port of the term, persons separated to 
sod—holy persons; for all persons or 
things that are in some peculiar or spe- 
cial manner—for some peculiar or special 
purpose—separated to the service of God, 
are, in the fixed style of the holy scrip- 
tures, termed sanctified or holy. Now 


we may clearly perceive in the forego-| 


ing items respecting the persons under 
consideration, that they were justly enti- 
tled to this epithet: and also upon what 


account they were so. They had profess- 


edly received Christ in his proper char- 
acter ; had manifestly complied with the 
terms of discipleship as above, ** had pu- 
rified their souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit,” and thus had become 


sanctified through the truth, according to | 


John xvii 17. ; and were actually mani- 
festing the truth of their discipleship by 


walking in love; according to John xiii. 


35. By this shall all know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to anoth- 
er, Now being thus affected with the 
truth, they had maniiestly become “a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people, to shew 


jorth the praises of God, who had called : 


them out of darkness into his marvellous 

light.’ They were, therefore, upon the 
a : hy ’ 

highest cousidtritione Known amongst 


| ness, and all kings thy glory; 


‘ 
sy 
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men, properly called saints. What a 


beautiful gradation in the process of the 
Divine economy towards this ancient and 
highly distinguished people. — First cal}- 
ed disciples, being really made such by 
Divine teaching ; that is by the word of 
the truth of the Gospel; next, called 
satnts, being sanctified through the truth 
believed ; then, brethren, being united i 
and by the trutlr under one Head, name- 
ly Christ; the Ifead of the redeemed 
| family of mankind, under his Father; for 
** the Head of Christ is God ;” * of whom 
(as the Great Father of all) the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named.” 
Put these items together, and we wil! 
find those favored people at length right- 
ly called Christians, who were first by an 
orderly succession and concatenation o! 
effects, the disciples, the sats, ani 
brethren of Christ. The propriety of this 
crowning epithet, will appear conspicu- 
ously evident, if we Consider its impor’ 
‘Christian is a derivative from Christ.— 
Now the term Christ signifies anointed, 
‘or the Anointed One ; of course, the term 
‘Christian naturally and necessarily sig- 
unifies a partaker of the same anointing 
| by derivation and communication, but in 
a lower and subordinate degree ; as de- 
rivatives are also frequently diminutives, 
both in ancient and modern languages.— 
Upon this interpretation ofthe import and 
relation of the terms, let us advert te 
Divine declarations upon this subject.— 
John i. We beheld his glory, the glory 
as ofan only begotten of the Father, fuil 
of grace and truth; and ‘of his fulness 
have we all received; even grace fo! 
grace.” For it pleased the Father tha 
in him should all fulness dwell. Col. i. 
19. Ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and know all things. ‘The anomt 
ing which ye have received of him abid- 
eth in you. The same anointing teach- 
eth you all things and is truth, &¢.-— 
John ii, 20,25. Hence we see the above 
interpretation fully established. In this 
epithet we may perceive the accomplish- 
ment of ancient prophecies. ‘ For thus 
saith the Lord God,” (speaking ol Mes- 
| siah’s people in the aggregate, under the 
jancient terms of Zion aud Jerusalem.) 
(the Gentiles shaM see thy righteous 
! and thou 
shalt be called by a nee name, which the 
mouth of tle Lord shall name.” Agaly 
in relation to this new name, speaking “ 
the same people, in contradistinction to 


} .. . - » 3 li- 
| the unbelieving, stiff-necked, acd rebe 
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. a, harp) s LU 
‘ious Jews, those obstinate adherent 
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Moses to the rejection of Jesus, he saith, 
‘‘ Behold my servants shall eat, but ye 
shall be hungry; behold my servants 
shall drink, but ye shali be thirsty ; be- 
hold my servants shall rejoice, but ye 
shall be ashamed: Behold my gervants 
shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shail 


cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl | 
And ye shall |, 


for a vexation of spirit. 
leave your name for a curse unto my 
chosen ; for the Lord God shall slay thee 


| 
| 
| 


' 





out distinction, the whole humau family 
under Christ ; we mean, as many of all 
nations as should believe in his name.— 
Accordingly we find this name first given 
to the disciples at Antioch, in Syria, short- 
ly after the gospel had been first preach- 
ed to mere Gentiles, in Cesaria, in the 
house of Cornelius ; the immediate conse- 
quence of which, as appears, was the ex- 
hibition of the Gospel to the citizens of 
Antioch, without distinction of Jew or 


and call his servants by anolher name.— || Gentile; and that with great success 


For behold I create new heavens and a || amongst the latter. 


new earth; and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind.” And 
“As the new heavens, and tse new 
earth which | will make shal! remain be- 
fore me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed 
and your name remain.”—Isa. Ixdi. 2, 
13, 15, 17. Ixvi. 22. 

How completely verified these ancient 
predictions, both in Messiah’s people and 
in the Jews that rejected him, no one 
who has attentively read the New ‘Testa- 
nent as an authentic record, can be ata 
losstodetermine. Those especially, who 
nave reed Josephus’ account of the final 
destruction of Judea and Jerusalem by 


I 
i 
I 
i} 


i! 


| former hateful distinctions. 
see that it was at this critical juncture, 
this precise point of time, and not before, 
| that the new name was given. 


‘he Romans, can be at nolossto perceive | 
‘he awful verification of the above pre- | 


lictions in relation to the latter. 
her appears from the above citations, 


that the new rame of Christian, first giv- || of Moses. 


/cious manavement of the Divine econo- 


‘ito the primitive disciples at Antioch, 


It far- || 
these were already united in the religion 


was of Divine original, and not merely by | 


‘ccident, or of man’s devising. See Isa. 


“tsi, 23 as also the common use of the | 


word * chrematisai,” [called,] seems to 
ignify. This will also appear reasona- 
ble, both from the character of the sub- 
Jects so called, its perpetuity and extent, 
ind the important ends to be answered 
sy it. Indeed all these things are re- 
cozuized in the documents before us. It 
was to be the name—the only distin- 
xulshing name of the Messiah’s people : 
therefore, it was meet that it should be 


imposed by himself; that ‘the mouth of 


the Lord” sheuld name it. Again, its 


See Acts xi. 19, 24. 
Now for the first time a great and mixed 
multitude, but chiefly Gentiles, were 
converted in the same city, and became 
together disciples of the same Lord.— 
Naw was the time, the precise time, when 
a new and appropriate name became ne- 


cessary, ia order to unite these hitherto- 
dissociated and jarring’ characters into- 


One associate body; a name too, of such 
powerful import, as might supersede, and 
bury forever, all offensive recollection of 
Now, we 


Indeed, 
it had never been necessary before, while 
discipleship was confined to the Jews, 
and their religious proselytes only ; for 


See reader, the wise and gra- 


my !—and that the Lord doth nothing in 


vain! Well might the Apostle say, that 


‘in the exceeding richés of his grace, he 


‘hath abounded towards ws in all wisdom 


and prudence.” We come now to the 
last of those descriptive epithets by which 


‘the sacred historian denominates the ag- 


| gregate of the Christiana dwelling togeth- 


‘er in the same vicinity, and statedly as-. 


 sembling together in the same place for 
religious purposes ; viz. the church in or 
! J 7} ” 
‘at such a place; and speaking of a num 


‘ber of such assemblies in any country, 


province, or district, he calls them the 


A 


perpetuity was to be equal to its extent ; | 
for as this important name was to cover or | 
clude the whole of Christ’s people co-ex- | 


isting Upon earth at any one time; so it was 
to continue to the end of time ; ‘so shall 


your seed and your name remain.” A-— 


| 


stin it was to answer the most impor- ; 


tant ends to the subjects ; 


Parual distinction in the grand republic 


it was to ab-) 
sord and obliterate forever, all names of 


q 


| 


churches within such limits. ee Acts 
ix. 31, &c. pals 
If we advert to the literal and intrin- 


sic force or meaning of the original term, 


‘which we translate church, we will find 


it equivalent to ‘+ called or chosen out of.” 

Now the propriety of this epithet to a 
society, or association of such characters 
as we have heen considering, is sufficient- 
iy manifest from the whole of the premis- 
es before us taken together. Consider- 


of religion and mora!s ; and thus to unite |, ed as disciples, they were separated from 
‘done grand religious community, with- | the authoritative teaching of all others ir 
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religious matters. to the Owe Master: ™ \| 


USTISN HERALD. —_ 


consequence of receiving him and hes! 


Goctrine, they became saints, 7. ¢. sepa- 


rated to God. Thus united under one || 


head, they became brethren; and as; 
such, associated for religious purposes. | 


they became manifest!y the called or 


chosen oul of the rest of mankind, to the 
worshipping cf God according to Christ 
Jesus. 

fTaving thus briefly, and we _: 
strictiy, according to the trne import of 
the record, investigzted the distingnish- 
my pecatiarities 8 that ancient sect, 
called Christians first at Antioch, through 
the medinm of the descriptive epithets 


ied, let us now proceec {to im: pure more 
ys urtic wlarly into their retigious tenets and 
practice, through t he medium of other 
uutheatic documents cCoucerning them, 
which we also find upon the sacred page. 

We have already observed, that their 
prime original epithet was simply that of 


‘+ disciples” in relation to Cirist, whom | 


they considered as the only authoritative 
teacher under God, to whom ouly they 
Were to hearken in miatters of relic ion, 
according to the voice that proc ceded 
from the Excellent Glory at iis 


ed Son, in whom Jam well ple: ised—hear | 
ye him.” 


few only, of those who were afterwards 
called disciples, to have been personally 


acquainted with Christ, and of course, to | 


have been under hisimmediate teaching; 
aud probably none of those at Antioch, 


who firat received the Christian name.—_ 


Hlow then did they become his disciples, 
in the strict and proper sense of the term 
us we have scripiurally understeod and 
considered it? ‘fhe answer is ob\ious.— 
$t was in consequence of the comission 
civen to his Apostles aiter his resurtec- 
tion, and shortly before his ascension, 

‘To go into al! the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature ; to disciple 
or make disciples of all nations,” 
We say then, that the principle which 
originated their discipleship, and that of 


In the first commission Christ gave to 


hy which they were originally denomina- 


baptism | 
and transiguration—** This is inv belov- | 


But upon this, it will natural-. 
ty occur, that it was the privilege of a- 


&C.— i, 


| Christ Jesus the Lord ;” 


‘ 


eS ee 


2 


with this declaration : “ie that receiy- 


eth you, receiveth me; and he that re- 
ceiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.” 


Again, in his instructions preparatory ¢ 
this last and great commission, pidietelie 
his ow enly Father in their behalf, he 
saith: ** As Thou hast sent ne into ‘the 
world, even so have / also sent them into 
the world.’ John xvii. 18. And ad- 
dressing them, he saith, *¢ As the Father 
hath sent ine, even so send I you. And 
when he had said this, he breathed on 
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whaeesed? ersins ye retain, they are re 
tained.” John xx. 21, 23. Thus in- 
structed, qualified and commissioned, 
they were sent forth into all the world, 
as the ambassadors and representatives 
of Jesus Christ to the nations, to disciple 
them in his names; with the assurance of 
his continual and manifest presence with 
them. ‘And they went forth, and 
prenched everv where, (ne Lord working 
with them, and cor firming the word with 
sigus following.” —NMiark xvi. 20. Thus 
it Appears that they were in the most 
strict and proper sense of the terms, the 
representatives of Jesus Christ to the 
world; even as he was of the Father.— 
He identifies them with himself, even as 
he ideutifies himself with the Father.— 
And as he, the great Apostle of the Fa- 
ther, received from him the Holy Spirit, 
with power also to acquit or hold guilty, 
according to the tenor of his commission 
to a guilty and rebellious werld, so he 
likewise imparts the same powers and 
priviliges to his Apostles. e the above 
cifations. With the strictest propriety, 
may 9 who received them in charac ter, 
wna through fawk in therr testimony con- 
cerning Jesus, became obedient to their 
doctrine, be cailed the disciples of Christ: 
for they preached not themselves, but 
and whatsoever 
they did, taught or ,commanded in the 
accomplishment of their conimission, it 
was all in the Name of the Lord Jesus. 
But it farther appears, from the histe- 


1 ry of this ancient sect, that the disciples 


ali others, from the day of Pentecost and |: 
afterwards to the end of the world, was | 
laid in the above commission; can be 
found no where else ; and nitist De traced | 
up to that source. 


1] 


the twelve, with particular instructions to | 
go only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Veracl, (Mate. x. -40.) he sent them forth * Name. We mean, 


i] ‘ 
ed in Jesus, and were baptized into 


' ‘ 


at Antioch, who first received the Chris 
tian Name, did not receive the Gospel 
immediately from the Apostles. See 
Acts xi. 9, 24. Nevertheless, they re- 
cei ed it as all did, who from the com- 
imencement of the Gospel dispensation, 
that is, from the day of Pentecost, believ- 


ins 


thev received t: 
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(sospel in cousequence of the Apostoiic | ceived it fhrough their ministry, either 
commission; upon the execution ot which, | mediately or immediately. Hence they 
tae Aposties were fully instracted and | are the-enthroned heads, jndzes and law- 
zuthorized to enter on the day of Pente- | givers in the Christiaw Church; and in 
cost; but not before, Compare Luke | this sense, the founders or foundation of 
xxiv. 45, 49, with Actsi. 4,6; and the | it, next to Christ himself; for they also 
od ehapter thronghont. We say then, | labored, suffered, and died for its sake ; 
that all who received the Gospel from | but in all things /Ze must hare the pre- 
that day to this, received it by means of || eminence, who purchased the church 
the execution of this commission, which) with his ow blood. In short, Christ had 
actually commenced on the day of Pen- || so completely identified the Apostles 
tecost, by the preaching of repeutance | with himself, that whosoever received 
aud remission Of sins, inthe name of Je-) them, received jim ; that whosoever per- 
sus, to all nations; a sample efwhich wasy secuted then, persecuted him: and that 
that very Cay, providentially assembled | whosoever kept their sayings, kept his 
at Jerusalem. Some of all these, it ap- also; for the words they spake, were not 
pears, gladly received the word, were (heirs; but the words of him that sent 
baptized, and afterwards upon the petse- them. Hence, even in the most difficult 
cution that arose about Stephen, being = circumstances, they were not to premed- 
scattered abroad, went every where | itate what to say ; for upon every emerg- 
preaching the Word. And some ofthem, ency, should be given to them immedi- 
were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who ately what they ought to say. These 
when they were come to Antioch, spake things being so, it necessarily follows, 
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord | that whosoever received the word which 
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was: they preached, upon the confinnatory ey- 
with them; and a great number believed . idence which the Lord by them exhibit- 
and turned unto the Lord.—Acts vill. 1, ed, received Chiris!, and his word; sub- 
4; with the xi. 19,21. Thus the Antio-) mitted to him, and were tanght by him, 
chians received the Gospel ; not immedi-) and so became to all intents and purpos- 
aiely from the twelve, but from persons es, A7s real and genuine discip!es, ( who- 
whom they had discipled. but these al-| ever the immediate preachers might be,) 
20 had the promised presence, for *: fhe | and were therefore, justly entitled to the 
hand of the Lord was with them ; which || New Name of Christian. And here let it 
plainly shews that the commiesion was) be strictly noted, that all who were di- 
not so limited as to confine the whole | vinely called to co-operate with the Apos- 
work of evangelizing, er discipling the | tles in the first instance, under their com- 
nations, to the twelve or thirteen prima- | mission for evangelizmg and discipling 
ry Apostles, (adding Paul to the num- the nations, were also endowed with a 
ber,) butgvas intended to include all, portion of their spirit, enabling them to 
who, receiving those in character, and speak the necessary languages, and to 
believing their testimony, were thus ! work miracles for the confirmation of the 
qualified and disposed, by the grace of | word. See the above quotations, with 
Christ, to co-operate for accomplishing | | Cor. 12th and 14th chapters. 

the grand object of the commission ; and | Having thus briefly substantiated the 
these also, it appears, were made partak- | claims of the Antiochian converts to the 
ers of miraculous powers ; (s9e Mark xvi. | discipleship of Jesus; and of all others 
17, 18; witht Acts viii. 5, 6.) some of oue | who received thie word as they did; not 
kind, and some of another; but none of | immediately from the lips @f the Apos- 
them were equal to the Apostles; for tles, but from some of those whom (hey 
they, as the complete and immediate rep-| had discipled ; or tnat had heard and be- 
resentatives, and pleuipotentiaries of Je- | lieved (heir word; we come now In the fast 
sus Christ possessed in the most eminent || place, to investigate more particularly tae 
degree, all the powers he had received religious principles and practice of those 
of the Father, as the great Preacher and | primitive disciples; and this we shall at- 
Apostle of God. He had power on earth tempt through the medium of the coimmis- 
to forgive sins—so had they ; he had pow- sion itselfand of hose authentic documents 
er to communicate the Spirit to empower , which we have on record, respecting us 
others to work miracies—so ‘had (hey ; he execution. For this purpose, we shasl 
had power to work all kinds of miracles advert to the items of the commission, in 
himseli—so had they, &c. &c. And all, their natural and proper order, lo pro- 
who after them received the Snirif. re- “ceed then, we lindit prefaced thus: * And 
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eleven,] saying, all power, [that fs, all 
authority,] is given unto me in heaven) 
and in earth; go ye therefore,’ &c.— | 
Here we perceive, that the commission is | 
predicated upon the unlimited authority | 
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3 sa . aoe 
| was the evangelizing of the world, com- 
|}menced on the day of Pentecost. On 


that memorable day, repentance and re- 
mission of sins began to be published in 
the Name of Jesus, to all nations at Jeru- 
salem; viz. ‘That whosoever believed in 


of Jesus. ‘Go ye into all the world and | him, and was baptized into his Name, 
preach the Gospel to every creature,” or ; should receive the remission of his sins, 
disciple all nations; * baptizing them |\and the gift of the Holy Spirit. See Actes 
{the discipled) into the name of the Fa- ii. 22,39. In the course of this sermon, 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy || Jesus of Nazareth is proclaimed as “aman 
Spirit ; teaching them (the discipled) to approved of God, by miracles, and won- 
observe all things whatsoever | have | ders, and signs, which God did by him.” 
commanded you. He that believeth and | That * being delivered by the determin- 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that | ate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
believeth not shall be damned. And lo! || he was taken. and by wicked hands cru- 
I am with you alway, unto the end of the || cified and slain ;” that God raised him 
world.”’—Matt. xxviii. 18, 20, with Mark | from the dead; that He exalted him to 





XVi. 15, 16. 

Here then, in the first place, it is evi- 
dent, that whosoever believed what the 
Apostles were commissioned and com- 
manded to preach throughout all the world 
to every creature, that is, ** The Gos- 
pel,” and were baptized as above, the 
same were discipled ; that is, were made 
disciples of Jesus; and became thereby, 


|| his right hand; that ** having received of 
\the Father the promise of the Holy Spir- 
it,’ he had poured forth upon his Apos- 
jtles, and the other disciples assembled 
|with them, the wonderful things which 
‘| were then apparent: In a word, that he 
jhad made that same Jesus, which they 
| had crucified, both Lord and Christ. As 
many as appeared convinced of the truth 


entitled to the promised salvation. of this testimony, were exhorted to re- 

In the second place, it is equally evi- || pent; that is, to be of another mind; to 
dent, that the discipled were to be far- || cease from their opposition, and be bap- 
ther instructed ; namely, to observe, that || tized into his name, in order to the re- 
is, to keep in mind and reduce to practice || mission of their sius. The result was, as 
the “all things,” that Christ has com- || many as believed the things thus testified 
manded or should command his Apostles || concerning Jesus, gladly embraced the 
to teach the discicples. Further (with || invitation and were baptized ; and_so be- 
respect to the duties either of Apostles or || came his discipies, and were added to the 
disciples,) the commission saith not.— | hundred and twenty ; and the Lord con- 
Consequently, the religious principles of } tinued to add to their number daily, such 
the disciples, were principles of faith and ||as should be saved. ‘The effect of the 
obedience ; to believe the Gospel, which | next sermon, (recorded Acts iii.) is the 
the Apostles preached, and to reduce to 1 addition of five thousand. In the 6th we 
practice, what they enjoined in the Name |! are informed that the number of disciples 
of Jesus ; completed the character of a || multiplied in Jerusalem greatly ; and that 
disciple. So much we evidently learn |;a great company of the Priests were obe- 
jrom the commission itself: for farther |, dient to the faith ; that is, became bap- 








particulars, we must have recourse to the 
execution of it; that is, to its actual ac- 
complishmentgn the preaching and teach- 
ing of the Apostles. In this part of the 
mvestigation, two important points re- 
specting Christianity, necessarily come 
(o be determined ; viz:—-What is the Gos- 
pel, and what the Law of Christ? ‘The 
velief of the former constituting the failh, 
and the obedience of the /atler, the duty 
of the Christian. ‘+ For the Christian is 
not without law to God, but is under law 
‘o Christ.” 

fi has been already observed, that the 
preaching of the Apostles under this last 
and creat commission, the object of which 


\\tized professors of the truth, which the 
i Apostles testified concerning Jesus; fot 
all the obedience the Gospel calls for, 1" 
‘order to salvation, is, that men believe !t 
| upon the evidence which God has afford- 
‘ed, and so be baptized. ‘* He that heliev 
\eth and is baptized, shall be saved.” We 
|; have only yet advanced in our inquiry, 
| from the beginning of the second to the 
| eighth verse of the 6th of the Acts, and 
| we find ourselves introduced to a great 
|| multitude of disciples, the great majorly 
lof whom affurd the most striking evideuce 
| of entire devotedness to the truth, and of 
its most blissful effects: They afford, We 
| say, the most convincing marks of genu- 
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a discipleship. Are these not Cl 
‘ians? Are they not justly entitled to this |) 
jew and distiaguishing name? Are we) 
ot justifiable in considering them, ‘Aas a | 
-uflicient sample of the Christian charac- | 
‘or? We certain!y think we are. If not,) 
we despair of finding their superiors upon | 
rocord. Ifever the Gospel was purely) 
preached, they hadit. If any thing be-, 
vjeved amongst men tould produce super- | 
natural and heavenly effects, sure they } 
were in possession of it. 


which at this time, was exceedingly nu- 
merous ;—full ef benevolence, of hospi- 
tality, of brotherly kindness and charity. | 
Let us then pause here a little, and re- 
\iew with all possible attention, the his-| 
tory of those wonderful people, that we | 
may distinctly apprehend what was), 
preached and believed amongst them, | 
that produced such wonderful effects. | 

It was preached that Jesus of Nasa-) 
roth, with the fame of whose character! 
they were well acquainted, as “a man_ 
approved of 4r0d by the miraeles, and 
wouders, and signs which God did by) 
him,’? was the great _prophet predicted 
by Moses. ‘That he was the Messiah, the | 


We speak of the || 
Mother Church, the Church of Jerusalem, | 
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itis- || Apostles preached; and thus_the primi- 


tive disciples believed. How simple! 
how comprehensive their faith ! 

As to their practice, they continued 
stedfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, and 
in the fellowship, and in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers. Thus they 
manifested the stedfastness and reality of 
their faith, by their cheerful and perse- 
vering obedience. But were we in the 
mean tine, to condescend to all the par- 
ticulars relative to their practice, ac- 
cording to the injunction in the second 
item of the commission, it would lead us 
to transcribe the greater part of the Epis- 
tles, afterwards addressed to the church- 
es. This however, we shall not attempt. 
But taking fer granted, what all must 
grant, namely, that they were obedient 
in all things te the commands and exhor- 
tations cf the Apostles, with the excep- 
tion of some incidental irregularitie*, 
which upon beimg reproved, were speed- 
ily corrected; we may justly view their 
character, through the medium of those 
Epistles ; placing to their account all the 
commendations, with the obedience of all 


the commands and exhortations contai.- 


ed in them. This being granted, we 


Son of God, whom they had wickedly }~have before us on the sacred page, the 


crucified ; that God had raised him from | 
the dead; that he had exalted and glori- 

fied him at his right hand; a Prince and 

saviour, to give repentance to Israel and | 
iryiveness of sins. 
constituted him Lord ef all; had conferr- | 
ed upon him the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, that he might send him down 
ypon his disciples ; that he must reign till 
all his enemies be made his footstvol ; 
that heaven must be his residence till the 
times of the restitution of all tnings ; they 
also preached through Jesus'the resurrec- 
tion, and of course, the final judgment ; 
and that there is no other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved; that whosoever believed 
1a him and was baptized, should receive 


| | 


“eae has: ; ca i| 
remission of sins and the gift ofthe Holy | 
‘These various items taken in con- |, 


Spirit. 
hexion with the proper arguments, will 
be found to be the amount of the Apos- 
ties? preaching concerning Jesus, in the 
portion under consideration, down to the 
sth verse of the 6th cha pter. And indeed, 
the whole of their preaching, in as far as | 
we have any specimens upoa record, is 
concerning Jesus. And if we should add 
all that is found in the Acts of the Apos- 
‘les to the above items, it would scarce- | 
‘yaddanew idea. Thus we find the! 


That tne Father had | 
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‘in recorded. 


most precise view of the religious princ - 


‘ples and practice, or of the faith and obe 
dience of the primitive Christians. 


For 
whatsoever the Apostles preached con- 
cerning Jesus, and the blessing to be en- 
joyed through him, or concerning the 
punishment by him to be inflicted upon 
the unbelieving and disobedient, consti- 
tuted their faith ; in contradistinction to 
all others, whether Jews or Gentiles. In 
like manner, whatsoever the Apostics 
taught them, in the Name of Jesus to ob 

serve and do, constituted their obedience. 
And here, let it be carefully noted once 
for all, that faith and obedience compre- 
hend the whole of Christianity ; and that 
upon'the premises before us, we have a 
distinct and complete view of the Gospel 
and Law of Christ; the belief and obe- 
dience of which constituted the religion of 
the primitive Christians. These things 
being so, we can be at no loss, with tlie 
New Testament in our hands, to attain 
to the pure, original, and uncorrupted 


| religion of Jesus; if we only attend to it, 
and place all our religion in the beliet ot 


what the Apostles have declared concern 


‘ing him; and in the obedience of what 


they have enjoined in his name, as there- 
We think it therefore need- 
less to be more particular, as it is by no 
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New ‘festament: but only to exhibit the || which the Apostles preached 


} 
| 


Jeading and comprehensive outlines of | 


ar the religious character of that ancient | 
F and famous sect called Christians first at | 
ai: Antioch. We shall therefore conclude, | 


With a review of the characteristic out- || 
lines of the picture which we have} 
drawn. . 

In the first place then, considering this 
ancient sect in the light of the descrip- | 
tive epithets by which they were origi- | 
nally distinguished before they | 
ceived the appellation of Christians; we | 
found they were at first called ‘* the dis-| 
ciples” in relation to Jesus of Nazareth, 
on account of their exclusive adherence 
to him as their only Master or ieacher, 


next, they were aiso called ‘+ the saints,”’ | 
and ** thy saints” in relation to Jesus as_ 
separated unto him. and sanctified by the | 
belief of his word :—afterwards, that they | 
were called ‘‘brethren,” as upited by 

those bonds under one Head into one fam- | 
ily ; the aggregate ox assemblage of which 
in one place, was called ‘t! 





he 
that is, the assembly of the called or cho- | 
sen out of the common mass of mankind, 
in that place. And lastiy, wpon the un- 
ion of Jews and Gentiles imto one asso-| 
ciate body, which appears to have takan | 
place first in Antioch, they received the) 
yew, appropriate and distinguishing name 
of Christians, as partakers wilh Christ in 
that Divine unction wherewith he was | 
e anointed ; the great Prophet, High Priest | 
Sie and King of his Church; by a participa- 

a tion of which, they also became a royal 
Ra priesthood, being thereby made kings and | 
3 priests unto God. ‘Phis then, was that 
new and royal name by which the Lord 
was graciously pleased to designate and 
distinguish his people. 

In order toa more full developement 
of the religious principles and practice of 
this distinguished people, we hid regourse- 
to the Apostolic commission, the execu- | 
tion of which gave birth and being to! 
Christianity, being persuaded that what-. 
ever these were, they were such in conse- 
quence of the accomplishment of this | 
commission. In this part of our investi-| 
gation, we found the Apostles authorized | 
and instructed to preach the Gospel, 
throughout the world, to every creature ; | 
to baptize the believers of it; aud, aiter- | 
wards to teach them to observe all the | 
tommandments of the Lord Jesus; | 


— 


Fe- || 


{ 
| 


the Acts of the Apostles. 
in ail matters of religion and practice :— |, 


church,” |, 


j with the gracious promise of his presence, 
* : ° ’ ° ‘ ‘ 
: to be with them continually m so dcing 4 


€ Gospe} 
, and to re- 


duce to practice what they commanded 


in the Name of Jesus, completed the char. 
acter oi a disciple: faith and obedience 
being all that was contemplated and re. 
quired in the commission ; consequently 
that the religious principles of the disc). 


ples, were principles of faith and obedi- 


> 


ence, 

In order to determine more particular. 
ly the subject matter of their faith ana 
obedience. or what they believed and 
practised, we had recourse to the authen. 
tic record of the Apostles’ preaching and 
ieaching, from the beginning of the 4, 
to the 8th verge of the 6th chapter oi 
Upon the 
whole, without resyming particulars here 
we found that the entire subject of their 
preaching was Jesus Christ, and himeru- 
cified ; and that the whole of their teach- 
ing was brotherly kindness and charity, 
with a stediast and persevering attention 
to ti:e ordinances; viz:—to the fellow- 


ship, to the breaking of the bread or oi 


the loaf, and to the prayers. See the 
original, Actsii. 42. For the continual ob- 


| servance ofall which.it appears they were 


pre-eminent. iience we clearly perceive 
what they believed and practised; name- 
ly, that the subject matter of their faith 
was the Gospel, or every thing the Apos- 
tles preached concerning Jesus ;—and o} 
their practice, every thing the Apostles 
commanded them to do, in obedience to 
his authority. Neither miore nor Jess 
than this, was required in the commis 
sion; nor exhibited in the execution of it 
as to faith and obedience. As to farther 
particulars respecting the moral and te- 
ligions practice and conduci of those 
primitive saints, we think we have justly 
placed to their account, the observance 
of all the practical injunctions contained 
in the epistles to the churches. Reader, 
if you would contemplate them in the 
beauty of a full drawn character, extract 
from the Holy Scriptures whatever ): 
clearly asserted concerning Jesus, and 
peace the sem total to the account oi 
their faith :—next, preceed im ihe sane 
manner, from the commercement of the 
Gospel dispensation, (Acts 11.) tothe end 
ot the beck ; and place to the account cb 
their cledierce every injunction, moial 
and religicus, you can collect; and yeu 
will have a complete picture of a gente 
ine and approved disciple. ** ifye conti 
ue in mv werd,” said Jesus to these Jews 
that kelieved cn him len are ye mY 
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disciples indeed.””? John vig. S31. And| From the Gospel Luminary. 
when you have done this, see that you) N.Y. Eastern Conference. 
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realize the same faith, upon the sameev-|| .Affectionate Brother,—I will now im- 
idence, and that you reduce to practice || preve a few moments to give you some 
the same injanctions, in obedience to the | information relative to our General An- 
same authority ; so shall you also be ajnual Meeting and Conference, which 
disciple indecd ; suppose you had never | commenced on Saturday, the 1ith of the 
seen a religious book, but the Ord and || present month, and holden in Freehold 
New. Tesiament; and im so doing you’ village, Greenville, Green Couniy. At 
will not lose your labor. 10 o’clock, A. M. a respectable congre- 

Lastly for the detection of error, please | gation of people, (brethren and friends, ) 
io contrast this full drawn picture of pure | convened at the New Meeting-house, un- 
primitive Christianity, with its present'!to whom, after praying and singing, a 
exhibition in the world; and you will’) discourse was delivered by Elder Wih- 
see how vasi the differesce, beth in prin- || jam $8. E. Ward, which was well receiv- 
ciple aud practice. In the former, the) ed, being franght with the Divine Spirit, 
fospe] preached by the Apostles, and be-| and rightly divided.—In the afteruoon au 
lLeved, was the faith; their commands,) interesting discourse was delivered by 
directions, aud exhortations, delivered in) Elder John Hollister, and this immediate- 
the Name of the Lord Jesus, was the | ly followed by another by Eider Simon 
Law. ‘lhe helief of the former, confess-!| Clough. The preaching was much to 
edinand by baptism, coustituted a dis-|| satisiaction, feeding the hearts and con- 
ciple; and entitled the person to the en- | firmmeg the souls of the disciples, ana di- 
Joyment of the remission of his sins, and | recting the hearts of the unconverted to 
the gilt of the HTtoly Spirit; the grand, | Him who giveth rest to the weary and 
comprehensive, and essential principles | life to the dead. Sunday morning, the 
uf salvation, ‘The obedience of the lat-'| 12th at 9 o'clock, we assembled in a cou- 
ter, evinced the reality of his disciple- | venient grove. and met between four and 
ship, recommended him to the esteem of! five thousand people, who appeared anx- 
his brethren, kept him in the lore of Gad | ious to hear the precious news of salva- 
and in the exjoyment of that peace which | tion through Jesus the Lamb of God.— 
passeth all understanding, but of him that | The first discourse was delivered by Fl- 
hath it; nourished up and ripened his! der Ward, the second by Hider Clough, 
soul ior a blissful and glorious immortali-'! and a third by sister Sarah Hedges, which 
ty. flere al! was evident, certain and|) was followed by exhortations, prayers and 
satisfactory ; founded upon a divine tes-'| singing; and so harmonious did every 
limony, divinely attested ; God himself, | thing move, and so effecting was the word 
by signs and wonders, and divers miracles | preached, that many were ready to say 
and gilts of the Holy Spirit, bearing wit-|| with the ancient king of Isracl, ** behold 
ness to the truth and certainty of every || how good and how pleasant it ts for breth- 
item of the faith and obedience inculeat-| ren to dwell together in unity.” The 
ed, Here was nothing of human author-'| saints were joyful in their king; backsli- 
ly ; nothing of the opinions or inventions! ders alarmed and ready to return lest 
ofmen. No contested propositions to be I they perish with hunger; sinners wept 
ttst proved by human reasonings, and’ from alarm, and mourners were encour- 
then to be believed or practised by the | aved to look to and hope in Ilim whom 
| 


' 


disciples, who acknowledged Apostoic!) Ged hath anointed, to bind up the brox- 
authority. Bat how is it now! Sarely!! en hearted. ‘ihe meeting closed sweet- 
the very reverse. Alas! when wil it belly, and all appeared satisfactory aon 
‘v again? Never, surely, till the profes-)| agreeable. 
“rs of Christianity return to the oviginai |) -_T. 
standard of Christianity—the New ‘l'es- | CONFERENCE, 
lament; aud till they be persuaded, with | Monday morning the tuth, at 6 o’clack, 
the primitive disciples, to place the whole | acsembled at the Meeting-nouse Wh Con- 
°! Christianity in believing what the A-|| ference. ‘The Mlders present were Levi 
bostles preached and taueht concerning | Hathaway, John Spore, Jr. Joho P. Feats, 
“sus, and in obeying what they enjoin-|) William “Cummings, John 1.. Peavey, 
€¢ upon disciples individually and collec- |) Leonard &. Rexford, ap ee 
“ively; that is. upon individuals and, S. KE. Ward, Jobn Hollister, Stephen Be 
fhorchog ; Champlain, an unordained preacher, aod 
NIT APLIEUS, | several others, and also chosen brethren, 
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After prayer proceeded to organize the 
Conference. 

1. Chose Eider John P.-Teats, Chief 
Ps ea heer. 

2. Chose Elder John Hollister, Scribe. 


3. Preceeded to read the minutes of | 


the last Conference. 


4. Received Elder Simen Clough, asa. 


member of Conference. 

5, Proceeded to examine the standing 
-o, the Preachers. 

6. Vroceeded to examine the state 
of the Churches. 

7. Agreed to give 2 letter of commen- 
dation to all the preachers who are m0 


good standing. 


8. Appointed a General Meeting to be 
Holden in Chatham, ColumbiaCounty, on 
the first Saturday and Sunday in Septem- 
ber next. 

9. AppoStoted a General Nieeting in 
Worcester, Otsego County, on Wedues- 


Lik ALL. Ka @ 
‘ ccipnisiiieee J: 


that have been mcreasing more than 
(three years, we need not write: but take 


the liberty to express in a few words 
b] 


somewhat of our present situation, that 
ye muy rejoice together with us, beliey- 
ing that the Great Shepherd careth for 
the sheep. ‘The General Meeting hold- 
en in this place last Sth month was attend- 


ed with a blessing, at the close of which 


7 were baptized by Elder Joseph Badger. 

About one month before the close of 
the last year, Brother Badger visited us, 
expecting immediately to pursue his 


‘southern journey. ‘The word was preach- 
; 


ed with success; in a few ays some 
poor sinners found Christ to be precious ; 


day and Thursday, the 7th and Sth days '| 


of September next. 


19. Appointed a General Meeting in | 


Delhi, Delaware County, on tne second 


saturday and Sunday in September next. | 


11. Agreed to hokl our next annual 


General Meeting and Contereuce in Ball- | 


ston, or Broad Albin, on the second Sat- 
urday and Sunday in June next, 1826; 


ren. 
12. Read and accepted the Minutes. 
JoHNn LonLisTER, Scribe. 
Joun L. Peavey, Slanding Scribe. 
Milan, N.Y. July 2, 182s. 
—_—-— 
For the Christian Herald. 


and threugh the faithful prayers of the 
saints, and being instructed of the Lord, 
he waa constrained to relinguish his south- 
ern tour for the present, and tarry a while 
with as, And while the Spirit of God 
was opening the eyes of the blind to be- 
hold his goodnees, and thereby led to re- 
pentance, there appeared a general revi- 
val among the brethren. And on the 8th 
day of tite Ist month, a church meeting 
was called. ‘The brethren now general- 
ly felt united to use exertions to set 
things in order, and to lay aside every 
thing unlike God, and advance _for- 


“ward asa church of God, according to 
but which of the places left discretionary | 
with Elder John Hol!fster and the breth-| 


our best understanding of the good rule 
of Christ. Und§edly requested Joseph 
Badger ar an Elder, to advise, counsel, 
and assist us in the business of the 
church.—Found by the records from the 
beginning, that there had been one bhun- 
dred and twenty ene members in the 


| church, and that ferty eight had remov- 
| ed, seventeen had been excluded, three 


Letter from the church al Reyalton, Ne-} 
agara County, N.Y. lo the New-York | 


Western Confereng. 


THE church of God which is at Roy-. 


alton, Niagara Copnty, send greeting to 


1‘ 
*he Elders and Brethren of the Western 


things that were wanting. 
‘ ”~ he) 


‘early Conference, to be vesembled at | 


Byron on the 24th duy of the present 
month. 


Being assembled iogether in fellowship | 


meeting, on the 4th day of the 6th month, 


1925: it seemeth good unto us to write a | 
short letter unto vou; end also to send- 
chosen men from a neng the brethren to 


sit in Conference with you upon those 


things which concern the well-being of 


the cause of our merciful Redeemer. We 

do therefore send Stephen Bughee, Will- 

vam Snuth and .durcn Cornish, 
Concerning the scattered situation, the 
WW: . ; a ae 
(ing away of many, and the divisions 


had died, and thirty six of the fifty three 
that remained, manifested fellowship for 
each other; and agreed to start anew, 
and stiive together to set in order the 
And as the 
bumber of young converts increased, and 
their tcngues loosed to speak ef the great 
things the Lord had done for them, and 
followed their great Master inte the wat- 
ery grave, and united with the church, 
most of the former brethren felt the heal- 
ing waters move, and came over on tne 
Lord’s side. | 
‘The present number belonging to the 
church, is one hundred, thirty eight of 
whom are voung converts We glorily 
God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ 
for the rich provisions in the Gospel.— 
Laborers are raised up and sent forth m- 
te the vineyard, who are willing to haz- 
ard their Jives for Christ’s sake. Fvemenh 
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bering ‘the umes labors of eur}! mercy —the “people all then drew 
1) Jove »d brother Joseph Badger in! | Near the house, and before I con- 
this pl ace, his ten ler care and con-||cluded my discourse, there were but 
ora for the welfare of the flock; ‘few who were not weeping. Ithen 
iad perceiving the wisdom and | agreed to nicet the people al even- 
e of God givea him to us ward, iny in the nei~hbourhood. The 
“ " belions the great Head of the [house was crdy ‘ded with hearers, 
chutch has sec him over us as an El. cand we hada solemn time. ‘The 
der or Pastor. As such, we united- | Friday night following 1 preached 
ly receive and acknowledge him,  |in the same neighborhood. Before 
Fiaally brethren, pray for us, that | [ was half through my subject, I 
we may continue in the grace of | ‘could not be heard for the cries of 
Go: and by a uniform obedience, | the mourners. I left off preaching 
my " : verte ctly joined together in vand asked if any wanted fo be pray- 
he mind of Christ, being of the | ‘ed for; there came up about thir- 
same ji¢gment, and speaking the. ty, and fell cn their knees. Their 
t lery was heard afar off. I preached 
phat other souls may leave their woe, || the following Sabbath among them, 
And share with us i glory too. \and the power of God was manifest- 
Tareweil in the e race ‘of God. } ed. About fifty came forward and 
Sizned in behalf of the Church. _ desired an interest in my prayers.— 
Wiittam Smirn, Church Clerk. | They continued some time praying 
PLETE HAE NA TS \and crying for mercy. | lett them 
RR LIGiOUS IN PELLIGHNCE, ! and appointed to visit them again 
$$$ ____—____| in January. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald.\| On my second visit, Henry B. 
Dear Brethen ge WE rejoice when | ‘Hays attended with me; we had 
we read and hear of the Redeemer’s | great crowds to preach to, and the 
kingdom, and his adding to his | Lord blessed the word with power. 
church such as shall be saved. The | Some professed that they had ob- 
accounts of the revivals publishe ed, tained mercy in the Redeemer, and 
in the Herald, have been pleasin a ‘were rejoicing, while others appear- 
hewstous. Suffer mein my stam- ‘ed under powerful convictions.— 
mering Way, to give you some infor-| Ithenformed asmall circnit through 
mation of the state of the Christian | | that part of the country, and in 
church in North Carolina; how the | March following, I visited them 
Lord has poured out his spirit on | again, and Elder L. Utley attended 
the people, and the success the Gos- | with me. The minds of the people 
pel of the kingdom has had among at the Cross Roads were somewhat 
us for two years past. In Novem- confused by some reports, and the 
ber, 1825, I had oceasion to visit. Calvinists had made some exertions, 
sie of the lower counties of the (as they said, to keep the people from 
‘tate. 1 made several appointments | being ‘deceived. Some said we de- 
to preach at the Cross Roads, John- | nied the Divinity of Christ, because 
ston County, near Little River. I, we preached him the Mediator be- 
attended a meeting ; when I began, | ‘rween God and man; others said 
some of the people would not come, it was right, though they never saw 
near to hear me, but before 1 was, it before. Brother Utley and my- 
= : Some my discourse, some I self attended with Henry B. Hays, 
re in tears, others crvirg fer in August. The people came out 
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by hundreds : some had joined and | 
I baptized four at that meeting. In_ 
September, Elder Richard Gunter 
and L. Holloway attended with me. | 
The people at Cross Roads, were 
not as much stirred up as they had’ 
been before. A coolness had taken 
place; but at brother Benjamin — 


Rose’s a great number came to hear. | 


Brother Gunter baptized brother) 
Rose, who has been a member of 
the Christian church many years, 
and a very acceptable preacher. 

At the meeting in the day, some 
wept; we had a crowded house at 
night, and before the, meeting was 
ended, there were nimbers crying 
for mercy. 
per Mecting-house, the Lord was 
pouring out his spirit on the people. 


We went on to our annual meeting 


and had a comfortable time with the| 
friends at Pleasant Spring Meeting- 
house. On another visit with broth- 
er R. Gunter and Isaac Boothe, at: 
Goshen Meeting-house, Sampson 


County, a large congregation at-' 
tended, and a number were affected | 
under preaching. Here the Lord is | 


beginning to work in the hearts of 
the people. Wecame on to brother | 
B. Rose’s and found he had baptiz- 
ed some, and the Lord was still 
blessing the people. In our ront, 
we had an appointment in the town 

or — eld. We preached toa 
serious and well disposed congrega- 
tion, who wish us to visit them as 
often as we can. “he work of the 
Lord is going on in Chatham Coun. 
ty under brother Gunter: he has 
baptized numbers, and at Sweet 
Spring Meeting-house, brother L 
Utley baptized twelve at one time; 
and at Salem Meeting-house I have 
baptized four lately. 

Preachers are scarce, and among 
the few, James O’ Kelley and some 
others, will not fellowship those 
who baptize by immersion. ‘They 


The next day at Junie) 


Chatham County. 


* be 
—_ roe eS - = 


‘have -Jately declared no fellow. 

“ne with Willis Beaves, for beliey. 
Christ inferior to the Father - 

\ ane brother Gunter for baptizing 

by immersion. 

I now will give you some account 
of our Meeting houses, and the aum. 
ber of members at the same. 

Goshen and Juniper Meeting. 
house, Benjamin Rose Pastor, num. 
ber of members 20. Cross Road 


and Pleasant Spring Meeting-house, 


John Hayes Pastor, number of mem. 
bers 530. Sweet Spring and Salem 
Meeting-house, L. Utley Pastor, 
number of members, about 30. -— 
Pleasant Grove and Mount Gilead, 
R. Gunter Pastor. number of mem. 
bers50. Piny grove, Henry B. Hayes 
Pastor, number of members 13. 
We want a correspondence with 
our northern friends, and we solicit 


them to visit us. We hear that El- 


der Badger is to visit tie southern 
states ; we shall look for him te Ra- 
leigh N.C. and some of the adja. 
cent counties. 

We want to follow Christ; his 
name we own, and his government 
we admire. Most of us believe in 
baptism by immersion. We keep 
up Quarterly meetings ard an An- 
nual meeting, which will commence 
the lriday before the 4th Sunday m 
October next, at Pleasant Grove, 

Pray for us. 
Joun Hayes. 


eo”. 
—"— C= 


For the Christian Herald. 
J. BADGES JOURNAL—No. 4. 
Lo the Editar, 

April 2d, 1825; Affairs 
are very prosperous at Royalton ; 
our Mecting-house being compleied 
and painted, we held fellowship 


meeting in it, which was a time to 


be remembered, April Sd was ap- 
pointed for its opening. A suitable 


‘sermon was preached on the occ2- 











re) CrkRt 
tte a 7 


Yor. 7 ini 
sion from Matth. i. 5 “The poor | 
have the Gospel preached unto them.” 
At the close of which, six happy. 
converts were baptized. ‘The mul-. 
titude was great, and solemnity) 
seemed to pervade every mind. | 

April 17, preached a farewell ser- | 
mon, broke bread to cne hundred 
brethren, and baptized 5 converts. 
In the month of May baptized one 
at Royalton, two at Lima, four at 
Covington. In many places, the) 
Lord’s work appears to be but just 
beginning. 

[ have just returned from a jour- 
ney of about one month. I spent. 
about 9 days in Upper Canada, 
where many have found the Saviour 
of late, and the prospect is glorious. 
Brothers Blodget, Bailey, Blackmarr, 
and Mc. Intyre, are laboring there 
with much success. At Royalton, 
in this journey, | baptized 13 per- 
sons, and find in Niagara county, 
the glory of God still shines. | 

Farewell. J. Bapcer. 

Mendon, N. Y. August 12, 1825 


 - j{_-—— 


rQ 
vu 


For the Christian Herald. | 
“ Even so hath the Lord ordained that. 
they which preach the Gospel should’ 
live of the Gospel.”’—1 Cor. ix. 14.) 
THAT the preachers of the Gos- 
pel should receive a generous sup-) 
port from those among whom they 
labor, is a sentiment which we pre- 
sume none but a heritic would de-' 
ny; but while we are zealous for 
supporting preachers, care should | 
be taken that we do not violate the 
‘pirit or precepts of the Gospel; and, 
by a blinded zeal for God, not ac-’ 
cording to knowledge, become the 
destrovers of those things we design | 
touphold. The scriptures inform, 
Ws that they that preaeh the Gos-. 
pel shoutd [observe] live by theGos- 
as it is written in the Law, 
“Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox, that treadeth out the corn? 


SPEAN TIERALD. 


Gospel. 


| support 
against their will, or suffering it to 
| be done. 


than to sav itis of no co 


ius 

The apostle applies this clause to 
the very subject we speak of, that 
“ they that preach the Gospel should 
live by it.” And again, “do you not 
know that they that minister about 
holy things, live of the things of the 
the temple, and they which wait at 
the altar ure partakers with the ale 
tar? Even so hath the Lord ordain- 


ed that they which preach the Gos- 


pel should live of the Gospel.” 

The preaching of theGespel which 
God hath ordained, is calculated and 
designed to warm the hearts of men 
and: lead them voluntarily into tha 
path wherein they should walk, not 
reluctantly by constraint, bet wil- 
lingly of aready mind. Take no- 
tice, they were to receive their sup- 
port, not of worldly aid, but by the 
in the spirit of the Gospel, 
they were to receive that which pro- 


ceeded trom the grateful liberalitv 


of those to whom they proclaimed 


‘the word of life. 


They were not to receive their 
by constrainmg people 


No! they were to soften 
the hearts of men, and teach them 
to mové under a feeling sensibility 
of their duty to God, themselves, 
and all mankind. ‘The manner in 
which money should be raised for 
the support of preaching, is of much 


‘greater importance than many peo- 


ple imagine, because here we are in 


danger instead of being governed 
= 


by the precepts of the Gospel, of be- 
ing overrun by the spirit of the 
world. It has been intimated by 
some, that so long as money is to 
be raised, it is of little consequence 
in what way; whether by taxing 
pews in Meeting-houses or any oih- 
er way. But this is no less than to 
say it is no matter whether preach. 
ers live of the Gospel of God, or by 
the laws of men. Neither is it less 
nsequence 


+ 













































10 


whether we follow the Apostolic order of the 
New Testament, or the corrupt practices of jthe 
world. My kingdom is not of this world,’ saith 
the Redeemer of mankind; and his spiritual Jaws 
are altogether sufficient in the government and 
support of his kingdom. When anv others are 


CuURInbi{AN HERALD. 


one No. 7, 


Almighty God, at a Cantp Meeting held at Tan- 


|| gier Island, August 15th, 1824, 
| Miss Narcissa Crippin,a highly respectable young 
” 


introduced, they have no sther tendency than to | 


impede the progress of thet cause, which they 
hsve the vain show of supporting. When pews 


our cause, which is as much as to say, that the 


Govpel of itself isnot sufficiently powerfulin the 
mindy of men, to produce that libeiatity of which 
the scriptures speak. 


We must therefore, have 
recourse to the law, to aid our deplorab'e cause. 

Worldly aid may be of use in the support of a 
man or party, but it is of no availin the support 
of that kingdom which is not of thi: world. 


‘lady, 19 years of age, ard a zealous Christian, 
| Was, on the evening of the 15th inst. Say about 
8 o’clock, so opcrated on by the Spirit of God, 
that her face beceme too bright and shining for 


1! . 
, Mortal eyes te gaze Upon, without producing the 


are taxed in our Meeting-houses for the support | 
of preaching. we empioy the civil law to support 


*© Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 


made you free.” 


We sha'l close these brief observations with an | 


extract from the circular letter of the Christian 
Conference of Vermont, to the churches in that 
state, on the subject of supporting the ministry. 

*“ We kave deemed the employment of civil 
Jaw, either dircetly or indirect'y, in the collect- 


ing of taxes, or contributions fur the support of 


the miflistry, to be altopether imadinissible on 
Gospel principies.” ALPHA, 








TO OUR READERS, 
THE first piece in this No. being so conclusive, 


on the subject on which it treats, that we were ine , 


duced, notwithstanding its length, to give i an | 


insertion, 
who shall give it a perusal, who is desirous of 
maintaining the principles and practice of the dis- 
ciples who were nest Cailed christians at Antioch, 





A letter inthis No. from Elder J. Hayes, gives 
seine account of our brethren in N. C. 


Noith, it is hoped, will receive every attcition. 





a inal piece incinctnatinitlaatad OP BA ee > OO TOWER one 
“MISCELLA ALO US- 


PREJUDICE, 





tion of prejudice, is ascribed by Hugh Worthing- 
ton, a late English Preacher, to t@e celebrated 
Dr Price, 

** Prejudice may be compared to a misty morn- 
ing in October; a man goes forth to an eminence 
and he sees at ihe summit of a neighbouring hill, 
a figure apparently of gigantick stature, for such 


"Lireir | 


request for co:respondence and visits frow the |. x a ay 
< I ‘| was struck dumb when the af@licted parent, ieten 


We think it willamply reward any one | 


"THE following forcible and beautiful delinea- | 


the imperfect medium through which he is view- | 


ed wou'd make him appe. ¢ 


hin sive lessens as they approach; they draw stilj 
neatcr—and the extraordinary appearance is grad- 


3 he yoes foiward a | 
few steps, and the figure advances towards him ; | 


ually but sensibly diminishing ; at last they mect, | 
«nd perhaps, the person he had taken for a mon- 


ster, proves to be his own brother.” 





From the Nerfolk Beacog of August roth, 1824. 


i 


| 


‘most awful feelings to the beholders. ft resemie 
bled the reflection of the sun upon a bright cloud, 
‘Phe appearance of her face for the space of forry 
minutes was truly angelick, during which time she 
was silent; after which she spake, and expressed 
her happy and heavenly fcclings ; when her dazz- 
ling countenance yradually faced, and her face 
resumed its natural appearance. ‘The writer of 
this paragraph was an eve witness of the circuns- 
Siance above stated. Such a sight he never ex 
pected to beho!d with mortal eves, and to give 

trie description of it, would be bevond the abi... 
While she remained in thes 1 
seen by more 
than two hundred persons, a few of whom have 


ty of mortal man. 


uation above described, she was 


subscriocd their names hereto. 
WM. LEE, 
WM, E. WISE, 
JOUN BAYLY. 
—_<>-—. 
TO-MORROWS—A FRAGMENT. 
> WITR ail the bitterness of self-repreach TL lates 
turned mv steps towards the house of a christian 
friend. Onentering the abode where I had ever 
been greeted with soniles, | was surprised to fina 
nothing but sadness Conscious guilt surgestec 
the suspicion that they knew and reproached me 
for my neglect ; but my friend soon poured intu 
my bosom her lamentations for the loss of an on- 
'y child. & Alas,’ cried slic, ** my Henry is gone; 


but three davs ago he was in full health, an 


~ 


bin 


has this morning breathed his last !’? 
I struggled with myself. summened up resolute? 
and made an awkara attempt at Consolation, Wale 


my ew heart hung heavy in my breast; bu! 


ing a sigh from the bottom of her heart, exclaim- 
ed, ** Ah! sir, these consulations might assuage 
my grief for the loss of my child, but they cannot 
blunt the stings of my conscience, which are as 
,dagrers to my heart. It was but last week that 
| | was thinking my Henry is now twelve years of 
‘age; his mind is now rapid'y expanding ; 1 know 
he thinks and feels beyond the measure of his years 
and foolish backwardness has hitherto kept me 
from entering so closely into serious conversatio: 
with him as to discover the :eal state of i's mine, 
‘and mike a vigorous effort to lead his heart [0 
| God, I then resolvedto seize the first opportune 
_ty to discharge a duty so weighty to the conscience 
of a christian and the heart of a parent; but day 
after day my foolish and deceitful heart said. * 4 
will do it to morrow,’ till the very day he was °*" 
ken ill, I had resolved to talk with him tl a 
evening, atid when he first complaines of his 
head, 1 was ha!f pleased with the thought that 
this might lead him to listen more serious!y © 
what Ishowld say. But O, sir ! his pain anc fever 
| increased so 1apidiv, that I was obliged ta put him 


te 
a 


4 singular display of the goodness and power of 7 tg bed ; and as hic seemed inclined to doze, 1w* 








Vor. 8. —_ c 


--- ence ae a 


elad to leave him torest. From this time he was 
never sufficiently sensible for conversation ; and 
pate he has gone into eternity, and left me cis: 
rracted with uncertainty eoncemning the salvation 
of his precious soul. 1 knew he had arrived to the 
| en he must be judged as an acceounta- 
pie creature. I recollect the favorable symptoms 
shave discovered, and for a moment hope that 
the goud Shepherd has gathered the lamb inco*his 
But thea again, I cry, if ic should not 


period wh 


poscm, 
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sled with melancholy, for youere the last of th®™ 
iniitary chiefs of otr revolutionary war, and er 
we shall sec you again, you may be summoned te 
follow Washington and Knox, and your other 
Aliow ine then, to utter the 
hope and the prayer, that for the infinitely pre- 


, cious blood shed upon Mount Calvary, which pur- 


chases the highest and eternal freedom for all who 
Tepeat and belicve in Jesus Christ, you may lift up 


save been so! That thought plunges me back again | 


‘ato the depths of distress. Dilatory wretch! had 
not been my own sin, f might now have been 
consoling myseif with the satisfactory conviction 
of having discharged che cuty of a Chyistian pac- 
ent, and enjoying the delightful assurance of 
siceting my child befure the throne of the Lamb! 
QO! the sin of procrastination! O! the delusen 
that lurks in the word to-morrow,” 
—»— — 
On teaching Children. 

WHEN I mect children to instruce then, I do 
not suffer one grown person to be present. ‘The 
Moravians pursue a different method. 
their elder brethren attend even among the chil- 
dren, tosanction and encourage the work. ‘This 


some of 


your praises forever with the ercat company of 
the redcemed, in the kingdom of heaven, and mag 


\¢ 
there cast down your g'ories atid your honors as 


the feet of the Prince uf Peace—the 


son of God, 





HENRY Vilfth mace aiaw chat all meu miche 
read the Ecriptures excepe servants: but no cwo- 
men, EXCEpt and 


ladice geatiewomen who had 


| leisure, and migit ask somebody the meaning!!! 


bout to. morrow. 


is well, provided children ate to be addressed in | 


the usual manner. But that will effecc littie 
good, Nothing is easicr than to talk to children ; 
but to milk to them as they ought to be talked to, 
ts the very last effort of ability. A man must fiave 
avigerous imagination. He must have extensive 
knowledge, to call in illustrations from the four 


stv 


an , ve ay on : ei,* ’ 
Pic law was repealed iu Edward the sigth's dave 


ANXIETY. 

DISTRESS not yourselves with .anxious fears a- 
Dismiss all sojicituce which govs 
bevond the bounds of prudent precaution. anx- 
icty, when it seizesthe heart, is a dangerous dis- 
ease, provuctive both of much sin, and much mis- 
ery. It acts a corrosive of the mind. It cats our 
present enjoyments, and substitutes in their plac- 
es, Many au acute p#in. Our Saviour has instruct 

ed us to take no thought for the marrow 5 the morrow, 
says he, sha’! take thought fur itself- We shat! be 


better abie to judge of the course mort proper for 


corners of the earth; for he will make but little ; 


progress but by illustration. 
gus, to throw the mind into the habits of chil- 
dren’s minds. 
most effort of ability. No sermon ever put my 
mind half somuchk on the stretch, ‘Lhe effort is 
such, that were one person present, who was ca- 
pable of weighing the propriety of what I said, it 
would be impossible for me to proceed, the mind 
must, in such a case, be perfectly at its ease; it 
must not have to exert itself under cramps and 
fetters. Lam surprised at nothinz, which Dr. 
Watts did, bat his Hymns for Children. Ocher 
men could have written as well ashe, in his other 
works; but how he wrore these hymns ( know 
not. Stories hx children’s attention. Fhe mo- 
ment! begin to taik in any thing like an abstract 
manner, the attention subsides. ‘lhe simp'est 
manner inthe world will aot make way to chil- 
dren’s minds for abstract truths. With stories I 


[t requires great gen- | Ward in their order, 


us to hold, when eveuts have begun to come for- 
Their presence often sug- 


“gests wiser counsels, and more successfui expedi- 


I aim at this, but I find ‘t the ut- * 
at a distance. 


ents than it is possible for us to contrive 
By exces: of solicitude 


beforehand, we frequentiy introduce that 


confusion of mind, and that hurry and 


disorder of spirits, which bring us into the 


with imaginary terrors. 
‘evils, whoch perhaps may 


most unfavorable state tor judging souud- 
ly. Wherefore attrigat not yourselves 
Anticipate not 
never come.-—- 


“Mike the best which you can oj thisday 


find Lcould rivet their attention for two or three | 


hours.—CECIL. 
—<—a-— 
GENERAL LAFAYETTR. 


AMONG allthe addressesto Gen. Lafayette since 


ae arrived in this couutry, says the ‘lelegraph, 
we do notrecollect ome, so far as they have been 
pUdlished, which breathes the same spirit as the 


following extract from the address of President || 


Allen. 


* We welcome and hail you as the berefactor 
of our country—as one of that illustrious band of 


Patriotic and here%& mena, whose blood, through | pe 1) the eootinea’l. : 
“he - ° » ° 1} eo 4° 5 > He vt aeknat at 
he divine blessing, was the purchase of our free- | ence are iormed bY Uh 


ie ‘“ . 2 : fai: 
“igarts are ed; yet ts our joy miuy- * 


? 
m. Our 





in the fear of God, and in the practice ot 
your duty ; and having done so, leave to- 
morrow to iltseif. Sufficient por lie day, 


when it comes, well de lhe evil therc- 
‘of.—-Busar. 

We learn that a new Meeting Tone 
is erecting in Ure city of New York, hy 
the Society of Christians, recently gatn- 
ered there, by kider 5. Clough. 

= 
Sieniegs 
THE chief art ofleaming, as Loewe has 


observed, is to attempt but tile at 
time. widest 
mind are made hy short fiehis, frequen! 


f° . m a fF '. 
i 3c CNCcursioius ul tiie 
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ly repe ated; the most lolty fabrics of sci- 


nithation of singie Preposit 
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‘a ala ata sn a a aT aaa —$ = - So 
‘nae ee ROWER. ] tf sin entice, if Satan tempt, 
. vere ——-—-=< 1 Resist the lure and urge thy way; 
N FROM THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAN. | All are from dang’rous seas ) exempt 
i COME you whe in pursuit of wealth Who “ watch and pray.” 
Be 9 ‘Lhe wings of commerce spread afar, || 
eit And hazard all—your peace, vour health, Should pleasure’s musick touch thy ear, 
oh To Gud the ¢low of fortine’s star ; | Drink uot the sound and homage pay; 
ae In Christ ve found, with fire refin’ d, But boldly march away irom tear, 
ay! “Che goid that satishes the mind.* | And * Watch and pray.” 
‘) Come you who in pursuit of fame, | Whate’er of human pride essay, 
ft ‘Trim midnight lamps or dare the fight, Jn sight, tone, aspect, snare, or spell, 
Who, ardent, thirst to gain a name, } Pilerim if thou but ** watch and prav.”’ 
And deem ‘the breath of men delight ; || All will be well. 
i lve foundthe FAMEthat comes from Godi Pie encase te tne «anata iene 8 i bm tg 
ae: Of lowe to Ciwist the rich reward. i ‘ APD sNUMENT 
A Giaseai.. Feeling ts apy olnted ta he 
: Come you whose hearts are glowing bright |! holden in Durham, to commence ou the 
With frieudship’s fire—a frieud would | first Saturday in September next. to cou- 
$s find, i.tinue two days. Also, on the Wednes- 
aie Oh! would you ravisa all your sight, day and ‘Phersday followiag, a Genera! 
er And Sill with joy your ardent mind ; | Meeting will be holden at Gilford, N.H. 
Vve found in Christ the sinner’s f jend, yee ——— 
4, 'n whom grace, love, and sinutiey biendl4 n i eer a a art 
i Sree i Zu lhe Churches uf lie 
: Come you, who, like the roving hee, i Christian Connexion, 

Try ev'ry rr rhidde stv eet— \{ —— - . ° 
ss PP Sagghit ow i ai Ww > the undersigned, having examin- 
Bey, ' ' ed the New Hyman tiock, FoR THE USE 

| Whate’er is thought with joy replete ; || on Cunswicans, publi 5 cod. Sadr. iaiaieiien 

net 3 : The rose of Sharon, | have found,|| \ , org saad | yA the an st of the 
: And bliss and fragrance flow around. =|) days a eee 
: | Unite ne ules Chirtstian Conference 3 and 
|| believing that it will meet the wishes of 

art Come you to whom your life is dear, | our brethre n, as it contains most of the 


Who try to shun the vale of de: ith, | flymus published in Smirn & Jones 
The nos trum, recipe, the tear, | Collection, and the addition of many 
When sickness breathes her noiscsome || ot el valuable H ymins, in use in the So- 


, breath ; ciety. We hereby recommend it to gen- 
vo bard the blessd Redeemer cry, | eral use, for publick assemblies and pri- 
** My Cisosea ones small never die.) | vate families. 

1 MARK FERNALD, 


ELVA SHAW, Js. 


Come you who covet much of earth, \| janienien 
NOAH PIPER 


Whose hearts ae set on Jand and soul, 
Come, listen to a Saviour’s birth, | ee ae PR : 
dis suff’rings, tears and eracious toil ; | PUE New HYMN BOOK, For _ 
obeys In him believe. and then above, | USK ov CaristrAns, By RoBEeRT Fos- 
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